
Library Bill of Rights 

 
The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information 

and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their services. 

 

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the 

interest, information, and enlightenment of all people of the 

community the library serves. Materials should not be 

excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those 

contributing to their creation. 

 

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting 

all points of view on current and historical issues. Materials 

should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or 

doctrinal disapproval. 

 

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their 

responsibility to provide information and enlightenment. 

 

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups 

concerned with resisting abridgment of free expression and free 

access to ideas. 

 

V. A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or 

abridged because of origin, age, background, or views. 

 

VI. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms 

available to the public they serve should make such facilities 

available on an equitable bases, regardless of the beliefs or 

affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use. 

 
Adopted June 18, 1948. 

Amended February 2, 1961, and January 23, 1980, 

inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 23, 1996, by the ALA Council. 



Access to Electronic Information, Services, and Networks: 

an Interpretation of the LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The world is in the midst of an electronic communications revolution. Based on its constitutional, ethical, and 

historical heritage, American librarianship is uniquely positioned to address the broad range of information 

issues being raised in this revolution. In particular, librarians address intellectual freedom from a strong ethical 

base and an abiding commitment to the preservation of the individual’s rights. 

 

Freedom of expression is an inalienable human right and the foundation for self-government. Freedom of 

expression encompasses the freedom of speech and the corollary right to receive information. These rights 

extend to minors as well as adults. Libraries and librarians exist to facilitate the exercise of these rights by 

selecting, producing, providing access to, identifying, retrieving, organizing, providing instruction in the use 

of, and preserving recorded expression regardless of the format or technology. 

 

The American Library Association expresses these basic principles of librarianship in its Code of Ethics and in 

the Library Bill of Rights and its Interpretations. These serve to guide librarians and library governing bodies 

in addressing issues of intellectual freedom that arise when the library provides access to electronic 

information, services, and networks. 

 

Issues arising from the still-developing technology of computer-meditated information generation, distribution, 

and retrieval need to be approached and regularly reviewed from a context of constitutional principles and 

ALA policies so that fundamental and traditional tenets of librarianship are not swept away. 

 

Electronic information flows across boundaries and barriers despite attempts by individuals, governments, and 

private entities to channel or control it. Even so, many people, for reasons of technology, infrastructure, or 

socio-economic status do not have access to electronic information. In making decisions about how to offer 

access to electronic information, each library should consider its mission, goals, objectives, cooperative 

agreements, and the needs of the entire community it serves. 

 

The Rights of Users 

All library system and network policies, procedures or regulations relating to electronic resources and services 

should be scrutinized for potential violation of user rights. User policies should be developed according to the 

policies and guidelines established by the American Library Association, including Guidelines for the 

Development and Implementation of Policies, Regulations and Procedures Affecting Access to Library 

Materials, Services and Facilities. 
  

 


